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Chapter 1 Introduction 

The village council of the Village of Lakeview has identified the need to improve the recreational 

opportunities in the village.  In order to accomplish this, it created the Village of Lakeview 

Recreation Committee to develop a community recreation plan. 

The plan presents an evaluation of the Village of Lakeview's parks and recreational opportunities 

and needs.  It considers the existing facilities in and around the village, the anticipated demand 

for additional or improved facilities, and the means for providing those facilities during the course 

of the planning period. 
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Chapter 2 Community Description 

This parks and recreation plan is for the Village of Lakeview.  The Village of Lakeview is located 

in northwestern Montcalm County, as shown in Figure A.  It is located on M 46 approximately 10 

miles east of US 131 on the western shore of Tamarack Lake.  The village has excellent access 

to the Grand Rapids metropolitan area and the entire region. Also, Alma College, Ferris State 

University, Central Michigan University, and Montcalm Community College are within an easy 

commute. 

Most of the residential streets of the village are tree-lined.  There are a few large stands of 

woodlands within the village limits, especially to the north. The preservation of woodlots and 

natural areas would be important for both their recreational use and aesthetic value.  Wooded 

areas would be excellent features for local trail systems as well as for windbreaks for active 

recreational facilities.   

Tamarack Lake is a very significant feature of the village.  The lake has a total surface area of 

323 acres, an average depth of 5 feet, and a maximum depth of 17 feet.  The total shoreline 

length is 3 1/2 miles, most of which is located within the village limits.  The vegetative cover and 

terrain along the lake add to its unique natural beauty.   

The village has two parks, Lakeside and Wiseman Park.  This is an asset to the village and offers 

an excellent opportunity for trails, fishing, boating, swimming, viewing, and other excellent water-

resource- based recreational opportunities.  The lake also contains a relatively large island that 

is owned by the village.  This island may have some potential for recreational use although there 

currently are no such plans. The Village of Lakeview in January of 2017 developed a Shoreline 

Development Plan 

with Prein & 

Newhof that details 

a vision for public 

access to the lake.  

One of the focuses 

of this plan is to  

implement the 

recommendations 

of the Shoreline 

Development Plan. 

 

Figure A: Location Map 
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Chapter 3 Administrative Structure 

The administrative structure of the village is shown in Figure BH.  The Lakeview Village Council 

has the authority to provide village park and recreational facilities.  The village council has 

established the recreation committee composed of council members and village residents to 

prepare this plan and make recommendations regarding future improvements to the parks.  The 

recreation committee and planning commission have recommending authority in terms of longer-

range recreation planning.  Village residents, of course, have a direct influence on both the 

planning commission and village council, as all meetings are open to the public for comment.  The 

village council employs a village manager to oversee the day-to-day decision-making of the 

village.  The village manager supervises the Department of Public Works (DPW) supervisor.  The 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has provided funding for recreation improvements and 

activities as well as the development of the Shoreline Development Plan. 

The DPW operates and maintains the existing village parks.  The DPW includes two supervisors 

and two full-time employees.  During the peak activity summer months, the village employs one 

additional part-time worker. 

Figure B: Administrative Flowchart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Current Budget Breakdown 

 

Budget 

There are primarily _number of streams of revenue to fund the Parks and Recreation in the Village 

of Lakeview (Table 1). 

Maintenance 

Maintaining park facilities is an important element in ensuring user safety and satisfaction.  Park 

maintenance iscan be provided from the village’s recreation budget with revenues both from the 

Line Items Amount in 2016 Amount in 2017 Projected 2018 

    

    
    

Village Council 

Village Manager DDA Parks and Recreation 

Committee 

Volunteers 

DPW 
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general fund and from fees charged for use of park facilities. a single source or a combined effort 

between an organization sponsoring a league or activity and the community.  An example would 

be the Chamber of Commerce and the village working together to provide adequate park 

maintenance. 

The frequency and type of maintenance will vary depending on the size and type of park as well 

as the amount of use the park receives.  The actual cost of park maintenance will vary depending 

on the level of maintenance and whether or not it is a joint effort or single source. 

Volunteers 

The maintenance and programing within the village’s parks relies in part on local volunteers.  

These include the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) which sponsors movies in the park, the 

Lakeview festival committee that organizes Summerfest and Octoberfest at Lakeside park, the 

local community garden operates in Wiseman park, and there are two lake clean-up efforts run 

by volunteers.  In addition, several other volunteer organization use the parks for their celebrations 

including the Lions Club, Rotary Club, and Lakeview Community Schools. 

 

Parks and Recreation Programing 

There are several parks programs that occur in the Village of Lakeview.  The most active park is 

Lakeside Park.  There is music in the park every Wednesday from July to September in Lakeside 

Park.  As previously mentioned, the PTA sponsors “movies in the park” at Lakeside park.  There 

is a Summerfest and Octoberfest hosted in the Lakeside Park.  Annually, there is a Wildcat 

P.R.I.D.E. Runfest 5K-10K run/walk, as well as a 1 mile kid run.   

The other village owned park is Wiseman Park, which has a variety of improvements and 

programs.  There is a community garden that is sponsored by the parks and recreation committee. 

There are two annual cleans ups in the spring and fall in the community garden located in the 

park. 
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Chapter 4 Recreation Inventory 

Recreation Classification 

The first step in the analysis of recreational needs is an inventory of existing recreational facilities.  

The inventory of the recreational facilities was conducted by reviewing the 2008 parks and 

recreation plan, using aerial photography, onsite visits to confirm the facilities at each recreational 

park/facility, and confirming this through discussions with the parks and recreation committee.  

For the purpose of this plan, recreational areas are classified as follows: 

• Neighborhood Parks:  Neighborhood parks are areas for intense recreational activities, 

such as playgrounds, field games, court games, skating areas, and picnicking.  These 

areas should be easily accessible to neighborhoods and geographically centered with safe 

pedestrian and vehicle access. 

• Community Parks:  Community parks are areas suitable for intense recreational facilities 

or are areas of unique natural quality for outdoor recreation, such as various trails and 

picnic areas.  These areas should be easily accessible to the community served. 

• Regional Parks:  These are large parks serving more than one community and offering 

an area of natural or ornamental quality for outdoor recreation.  Activities may include 

picnicking, boating, fishing, swimming, camping, trail uses, and play areas. Regional parks 

are often found contiguous to or encompassing natural resources. 

Neighborhood Park Facilities 

The Village of Lakeview has three two neighborhood parks within its borders.  As shown in Table 

25, two of these facilities are owned by the village, and one is owned by the school district.  The 

village owns and operates the 1.5 acre Lakeside Park is located on Tamarack Lake (Figure C).  

Lakeside Park offers a variety of recreational opportunities, but could easily be improved to 

encourage greater usage.   

Figure C: Aerial of Lakeside Park 

This map is not to scale. 
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The village also owns and operates Wiseman Park, located west of Edgar Road at the end of 

Park Drive (Figure D).  Wiseman Park's facilities are limited to a softball diamond, a community 

garden, pavilion, and a newly built parking lot.  The backstop for a previously developed softball 

diamond is to be removed. 

Figure D: Aerial of Wiseman Park 

The village also owns a vacant lot adjacent to the village department of public works (DPW) 

building and MuseamMuseum building.  The lot is approximately 10,000 square feet in area and 

fronts directly on Lincoln Avenue near the downtown. 

Table 2: Village Owned Recreation Facilities 
Village of Lakeview Facilities 

Facility Name Size Facilities Location # 

Lakeside Park 1.5 Acres 

Swimming Beach, Playground, Picnic Tables, 
Grills, Picnic Shelter, ADA Accessible Rest 
Room, outdoor swimming area into lake, and 
Drinking Fountain 

1 

Wiseman Park 1.5 Acres 
Softball Diamond with Backstop, Community 
Garden, and Parking Lot 

2 

 

  

This map is not to scale. 

Community 

Garden 
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The Lakeview Bright Start Elementary School provides a playground approximately 1/2 acre in 

size.  This facility is open to all residents of the community.  The Lakeview Elementary, Middle, 

and High Schools all contain indoor gymnasium facilities (Table 3). 

Table 3: Other Recreational Facilities 
School Owned Facilities 

Facility Name Size Facilities Location # 

Lakeview Upper 
Elementary 
School 

0.5 Acres Gymnasium and Playground 3 

Lakeview Middle 
School 

N/A 
Gymnasium, 2 basketball hoops, 2 football 
fields, and 2 Baseball Fields 

43 

Bright Start 
Elementary 
School 

N/A 
Gymnasium, 2 Ball Fields, 2 basketball courts, 5 
Soccer Fields, and 2 Playground Areas 

54 

Lakeview High 
School 

N/A 
1 Track, 2 Tennis Courts, 1 BasebBall Fields, 1 
Softball Field, 1 Soccer Fields, and 1 Football 
Field 

65 

The location of all recreational facilities located in the village is shown in Figure D. 

Regional Park Facilities 

One of the greatest assets of the village is its close proximity to numerous regional park facilities.  

These facilities include Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) boat-launch facilities, 

national forest lands, state game areas, and state parks. 

One of these facilities is located just outside the village limits.  An MDNR boat-launch facility is 

located near the northeast border of the village, as shown in Figure D.  This boat launch includes 

ten parking spaces and a portable rest room.  The boat launch serves regional recreational needs, 

as it is the only public launch site onto Tamarack Lake. 

Newaygo State Park is located within 20 miles of the Village of Lakeview.  The amenities at this 

part include a swimming area, fishing area and pier, hiking trails, 2 playgrounds, 99 rustic camp 

sites, picnic areas, and boat launch. 

Numerous other regional parks located in Montcalm County serve the Lakeview community, as 

shown in Table 46. 

Table 4: Regional Park Facilities 
Facility Name Acreage Location 
 
Manistee National Forest 

 
10,240 

 
Montcalm, Mecosta, Newaygo, Lake, Oceana, 
Muskegon, and Manistee Counties  

Edmore State Game Area 
 

2,589 
 
Montcalm and Isabella Counties  

Flat River State Game Area 
 

9,024 
 
Montcalm and Ionia Counties  

Langston State Game Area 
 

2,982 
 
Pine Township, Montcalm County 

Newaygo State Park 257 Montcalm County and Newaygo County 

 
Stanton State Game Area 

 
4,300 

 
Evergreen and Sidney Townships, and Montcalm 
County  

Vestaburg State Game Area 
 

2,971 
 
Montcalm and Gratiot Counties 



 

Recreation Plan 
Village of Lakeview 4-4 

 

In Montcalm County alone, there are 15 park sites with water frontage and fishing access, totalling 

over 6,200 linear feet; 13 boat-launch ramps with 185 parking spaces; and 21 miles of snowmobile 

trails. 

Outside of Montcalm County but within a 1 hour driving time of Lakeview, there are numerous 

other regional facilities.  These include the Newaygo, Ionia, and Sleepy Hollow State Parks; 

Cannonsburg and Pando Ski Areas; and the following State Game Areas: 

• Cannonsburg State Game Area 

• Flat River State Game Area 

• Gratiot Saginaw State Game Area 

• Haymarsh Lake State Game Area 

• Lowell State Game Area 

• Maple River State Game Area 

• Muskegon State Game Area 

• Portland State Game Area 

• Rogue River State Game Area 

Private Recreation Facilities 

There are limited private recreational facilities in the village.  The village has a bowling alley and 

the Lakeview Community Center, which provides meeting rooms and banquet facilities.  Also, 

located within the village is the Lakeview Wellness Center. The Wellness Center is a full gym, 

with pool. The Wellness Center offers physical therapy, water aerobics, and personal training. 

There are no private golf clubs, country clubs, tennis courts, shooting ranges, miniature golf 

courses, theaters, roller-skating rinks, or arcade halls in the village.  Many of these activities, 

however, are located in nearby communities. 

Private recreational opportunities located within a short distance of the village include Tamarack 

Area Sportsman's Club, located 1 mile north of the village; the VFW Hall on M 91, south of the 

village; the First Lake Park Campground and Pleasure Point Travel Resort, located in neighboring 

Belvidere Township; an indoor skating rink, located on M 46 near Howard City; St. Ives Golf 

Course on St. Ives Drive; Flint River Hunt Club; Edmore Golf Course, located within 12 miles; and 

Canadian Lakes Golf Course, located within 15 miles. 
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Local Park Location Map 
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Chapter 5 The Planning Process 

The Parks and Recreation Committee started the update of the plan in November of 2017 with 

the assistance of ROWE Professional Services Company.  At the November kick-off meeting, the 

committee and ROWE discussed the timeline of the project, basic information that is needed for 

the plan, and conducted the aerial inventory of the recreation facilities.   

In December, they met to review the goals and objectives, action plan, and capital improvement 

plan (CIP) on the plan.  On ___ December, the committee hosted an Open House to preview the 

recommendations of the Shoreline Development Plan.  On January    , 2018November 10, 1993, 

the recreation committee approved a draft copy of the plan to be presented to the village council 

for review.  On February    , 2018November 22, 1993, the village council held an advertised public 

hearing on the plan and adopted the plan. 

General Recreational Needs 

In order to understand the recreational needs of the village, existing recreational areas were 

evaluated in relation to established standards as well as regional and local needs.  For the 

purposes of this plan, the MDNR recreation standards were used.   The total population of the 

Village of Lakeview is 1,007 persons based on the 2010 Census over a total of 1.87 sq mi for the 

village.  These standards are shown in the following Table 5: 

Table 5: Standards for Recreational Facilities 

Specific Facility Standards 

The following table shows the MDNR's standards for specific recreational facilities.  Based on the 

combined population of the Village of Lakeview and Cato Township, the following facility 

deficiencies have been identified: 

Type Plan Standard 
Existing 
Facility 

Deficiencies 

Local Park Area 10 acres/1,000 
population = 10 

3 Acres 7 Acres 

Archery Ranges (including 
Private and commercial) 

1 / 50,000 population 0 1 

Ball Fields (not including school 
facilities) 

1 / 3,000 population 0 0 

Outdoor Basketball Courts (not 
including school facilities) 

1 / 5,000 population 0 0 

Bicycle Trails (miles) 1 / 40,000 population   

Golf Courses (including private 
and commercial) 

1 / 25,000 population 3 0 

Indoor Ice Rinks 1 / 50,000 population 0 0 

Outdoor Ice Rinks 1 / 20,000 population 0 0 

Picnic Areas (tables) 1 / 200 population = 5 ? 5 

Playgrounds (not including 
school facilities) 

1 / 3,000 population 1 0 

Rifle Ranges (including private 
and commercial) 

1 / 50,000 population 0 0 

Shotgun Ranges (including 
private and commercial) 

1 / 50,000 population 0 0 
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Sledding Hills (not including 
school facilities) 

1 / 40,000 population 0 0 

Soccer Fields (not including 
school facilities) 

1 / 20,000 population 0 0 

Outdoor Swimming Pools 1 / 40,000 population 1 0 

Outdoor Tennis Courts (not 
including school facilities) 

1 / 4,000 population 0 0 

Public Boat Launches (parking) 1 / 400 population= 2 2 0 

Campground Sites (including 
commercial) 

1 / 150 population = 7 99 0 

Cross-Country Ski Trails (miles) 1 / 10,000 population 0 0 

Fishing Access (feet) 1,000 / 1,000 
population = 1,000 

1,000 0 

Fishing Piers 1 / 100,000 population 1 0 

Hiking Trails (miles) 1 / 5,000 population 1 0 

Horseback Trails (miles) 1 / 20,000 population 0 1 

Nature Areas (each) 1 / 50,000 population 1 0 

Nature Trails (miles) 1 / 20,000 population 0 0 

ORV Areas 1 acre / 7,500 
population 

0 1 

ORV Trails (miles) 1 / 10,000 population 0 1 

Snowmobiling Land 10 acres / 1,000 
population = 10 Acres 

0 10 

Snowmobiling Trails (miles) 1 / 3,000 population 0 1 

Swimming Beaches 1 / 25,000 population 1 0 

 

Based on the analysis of these recreational facility demand standards, the village has a shortage 

of: 

• Park land 

• Archery ranges 

• Picnic tables 

• Horseback riding trails 

• ORV trails  

• Snowmobile trails 
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Chapter 6 Goals and Objectives 

The planning process identified the following general goals and objectives for the Village of 

Lakeview: 

Goal 1:  Provide adequate recreational facilities and programs for the enjoyment of all citizens. 

Objective: Develop, preserve, and maintain that portion of the village with the highest 

potential for public recreational use. 

Goal 2:  Provide a variety of recreational opportunities to meet the needs of all residents. 

Objective: Identify the different age groups and recreational needs of all residents, and 

work to meet those needs.  Identify existing facilities, and maximize use of those facilities. 

Objective: Connect Park with Library as resource for events and activities 

Objective: Encourage use of Lake Drive as a trail 

Objective: Add boat and fishing access facilities to publicly-owned property 

Objective: Add event facilities to publicly-owned property 

Goal 3:  Design all recreational facilities to be accessible and usable by all village residents 

desiring use of such facilities. 

Objective: Develop and support community level recreational facilities and programs to 

ensure the possible participation of all residents, including senior-citizen, handicapped, 

school-aged, and preschool populations. 

Goal 4:  Create connections between the lake and the downtown. 

Objective: Add access points for those not visiting by car: bicycles, boats, seaplanes 

Objective: Improve circulation for delivery and service vehicles 

Objective: Ensure trail, boat launches, etc. are universally accessible 

Objective: Create a signage plan that gives adequate directions and information 

Goal 5:  Use recreation facilities and programing to create a sense of place for the village 

Objective: Promote area-wide participation in art programs/competitions 

Objective: Add cohesive plantings and landscaping 
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Chapter 7 Action Plan 

Financial Considerations 

This section identifies high-priority projects expected to be accomplished over the next 5 years, 

brief project descriptions, and estimated costs. 

Consideration must be given to how these projects will be funded.  The best possible method is 

to apply for Land and Water Conservation Funds or the Michigan Land Trust Funds.  These 

programs require a 25 to 50 percent match, which can be in the form of cash outlay, land and 

labor donations, and other direct services.  Another method of financing is through the use of 

daily, seasonal, or parking fees; local donations; or village general revenues.  A promotional 

program may also be used to encourage residents to donate land or services (labor and/or 

building materials) for recreational purposes. 

The primary concern in the implementation of any plan is funding.  It will be the responsibility of 

the village to monitor short-term project goals and to ensure that funds are made available to 

complete this short-term program. 

Action Program Focus 

The 5 year action program for the village focuses on four areas as follows:  (1) implement the 

recreation related elements of the Shoreline Development Plan, (2) other improvements to 

Lakeside Park, and (3) improvements to Wiseman Park.improvement of swimming beach and 

recreational facilities at Lakeside Park; (2) development of a nonmotorized trail system; (3) 

development of a campground facility. All designs should take into account the need for handicap-

accessible facilities for special and unique populations. 

Shoreline Development Plan 

The referenced Shoreline Development Plan has six key projects to be implemented.  The 

recreation related elements include 

Redevelopment of “Bollinger’s lot”, a parcel stretching from Lincoln Avenue to Lake Drive. 

Recreation improvements proposed include adding an ice skating area/plaza, a boardwalk and 

outlook onto the lake, and a splash pad,  

Adding boat/sea plane docks, a fishing dock, and multi-use boardwalk with a shelter on Lake 

Tamarack along Lake Drive.  

Another propose project is to transform Lake Drive to be more like a non-motorized trail with 

streetscaping to include benches, low level lighting, trash cans, wayfinding signage, and 

landscape shore improvements.   

Improvements to Lakeside Park proposed in the Shoreline Development Plan include converting 

the current “beach” into a natural shoreline habitat, adding a splash pad, installing a universal 

accessible kayak launch, and add parking and other pedestrian improvements. 

Since the development of the plan, the village has undertaken some of the projects along the 

shoreline such as purchasing a building located between the Bollinger’s lot and the proposed 

welcome center and adding bike racks in key locations such as the Bollinger lot. 

Lakeside Park Improvements 

Though Lakeside Park is included in the Shoreline Development Plan, the village would like to 

make some additional improvements to the park not identified in the plan including purchasing 
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property on the southeast of Lakeside Park, more barrier free parking for the elderly, and adding 

a second stall bathroom in the existing pavillion. 

The No. 1 improvement desired by village residents was to improve swimming areas in the village.  

Therefore, the top priority of this plan is to improve the existing beach area at Lakeside Park.  

Improvements to the beach area include laying down of a bottom liner covered with sand, buoys, 

a raft, and approximately 5,000 square feet of beach area. 

Other improvements to the park include additional playground equipment, improved parking, 

additional picnic tables, and drinking water availability from new fountain. 

These improvements would greatly enhance the use of Tamarack Lake by both village residents 

and the general public. 

An excellent source of funding for this project would be the Recreational Improvement Fund (RIF) 

administered through the MDNR. 

Significant strides have already been initiated to improve Tamarack Lake.  A 5 year program to 

control plant growth was initiated in 1992.  A special assessment district has been established, 

and annual special assessments in the amount of $44,000 are being collected from area residents 

to finance the project.  As a result of these efforts, boating, fishing, and other recreational 

opportunities afforded by the lake have improved significantly. The most desired solution and 

long-term goal is to have the lake dredged. This would open up natural springs, and restore the 

natural ecosystem.  

The park may also be a good location for ice-skating rinks to provide wintertime recreational 

activities. 

The park should be linked with other area attractions by a system of hiking and biking trails. 

Wiseman Park Improvements 

Wiseman Park is generally underutilized and the village would like to increase the usage and 

activities that are located within the park.  There is an existing community garden located in the 

park, but the village is interested in the expansion of the community garden.   

Development of a Trail System 

Bike paths and hiking/jogging trails were rated very high by village residents.  This plan proposes 

the development of a community trailway system that will connect various public and private 

elements of the community.  For example, a trail system could connect Lakeside Park with the 

downtown and residential areas as well as the public schools, cemetery, and the MDNR boat 

launch facility.  

The trails would be designed for four-season, nonmotorized use, including bike paths, 

hiking/jogging trails, roller-blade trails, and cross-country ski trails. 

The trail system should follow along existing public rights-of-way adjacent to Tamarack Lake with 

spurs and/or loops connecting other features of the village. 

The intent of this system is to enable people of all ages to safely access all recreational, cultural, 

and educational attractions of the village, while, at the same time, enjoy an outdoor recreational 

activity. 
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Bike trails, hiking trails, nature trails, and cross-country ski trails are all identified as being deficient 

at the county and regional levels.  The development of a trail system will not only benefit village 

residents but may also provide recreational opportunities for regional residents as well. 

Connecting the Heartland Trail and Cadillac Trial is the most desired outcome from any trail or 

greenway development. 

The trail system will likely be developed over a number of years as new spurs and loops are 

added to the system.  It is recommended that the major component of the system be identified 

and developed as soon as possible with the additions and extensions developed over time. 
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Capital Improvement Schedule 

The following table shows the 5 year capital improvement schedule outlining the years, cost, and 

funding sources for various activities.  The purpose of a capital improvement schedule is to 

provide a general idea of the costs and funding sources for future park needs.  Actual costs will 

vary with regard to the specific design and site conditions.  Development costs have been based 

on 1992 construction costs provided by the MDNR's Recreation Division.  The estimates have 

been based on normal development costs and do not allow for any unusual circumstances that 

may be unique to a specific site (i.e., heavy clay soils and utility needs). 
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